
The Observatory of the Refugee and Migration Crisis in the Aegean:

• Project associated with the School of Social Sciences and the
Department of Social Anthropology and History of the University of
the Aegean.

• It is supported by the Rectorate of the University of the Aegean, the
Wenner Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, the Global
Studies Center of the University of Pittsburgh and the National
Documentation Center.



• Scientific director of the Observatory is Eythimios
Papataxiarchis, Emeritus Professor of Social
Anthropology, University of the Aegean.

• In the wider team of the Observatory participate
members of the Greek and the international
academic community, professors from Greece and
abroad, researchers in national and EU funded
projects, undergraduate and postgraduate students.



• The operation of the Observatory started as a result of
the socio - political situation that the refugee crisis of
2015 triggered in the Northeastern Aegean islands.

• Since 2017, the Observatory has been monitoring the
evolution of the refugee and migration phenomenon on
the Aegean islands and especially in the areas which are
the main gateways for asylum seekers in Europe, such as
the islands of Lesvos, Chios, Samos, Kos, and Leros.



Direction of Action:

• The mission of the Observatory is the
systematic and comprehensive recording
of multiple dimensions of the refugee and
migration crisis in the Aegean, both
historically and on a daily basis.

• The Observatory is particularly interested in
highlighting the perspectives of the
diverse parties involved: migrants and
refugees, local communities and
humanitarian actors.



Four axes of action:

1. Regular updating and dissemination of 
information 

2. Collection, organization and digitization of 
material –Archive of the Refugee and Migration 
Crisis in the Aegean

3. Reinforcement and promotion of scientific 
research

4. Interventions (educational activities, lectures, 
seminars, international summer school)



• Through the operation of our website we aim to

track the migration governance as it unfolds in the

Aegean region since 2015.

• On the webpage of the Observatory, we attempt

to collect and present the available materials,

from primary and secondary sources.

1. Dissemination of information

https://refugeeobservatory.aegean.gr





• The digital repository is designed and 
supported by the National Documentation 
Center

• Primary and secondary data associated with 
the refugee crisis. The data is collected, 
categorized, organized, digitized and 
available to the research community.

• Over 6,000 digital items organized in 600 
documents of diverse content such as: 
calendars, testimonials, letters, Facebook 
pages, statistical data, photos, videos.

2. Archive



Archive of the Refugee and 
Migration Crisis in the 

Aegean

a short tribute



Scope of the Archive

• To seek out sources which are not sufficiently 
covered by conventional information collections 
and will enrich the already existing ones.

• To preserve bilingual documentation 
(Greek/English) applying international protocols 
and multilevel functionality.

• To disseminate information and make use of the 
collection on a regular basis as well as to 
contribute to public scientific and political 
discussion internationally.



3. Reinforcement and promotion of scientific 
research

• The Observatory, monitors and promotes 
research projects conducted in the Aegean 
from both Greek and foreign institutions. We 
aim to be a space for the support and 
empowerment of research and scientific 
dialogue. 

• Participation in Greek and International 
Research Programs (eg. Hellenic Foundation 
for Research and Innovation-HFRI, H2020)



4. Other projects / interventions

• Participation in coordinating actions of 
humanitarian agencies (participation in a 
UNHCR working group on Social Cohesion and 
Integration of Refugees in the local community 
of Lesvos)

• Organization of workshops, scientific meetings 
lectures and educational seminars



Thank you!!!!!!!
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