
2ND SCIENCE CAFÉ “COLLABORATIVE 
RESEARCH FOR REGIONAL SUSTAINABILITY”:

PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH TOOLS SUCH AS ERUA 
RESEARCH CLUSTERS TO ENGAGE STAKEHOLDERS 
IN CO-CREATING SOLUTIONS
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Main features of ERUA research clusters

Is highly interdisciplinary

Combines unique research 
excellence of each ERUA 
university and serves as a 

platform to think-out-of-the 
box about research problems 

in ERUA thematic areas

Aims at societal impact and 
technology and knowledge 

transfer

Involves early-stage 
researchers

ERUA research 
cluster
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Thematic areas of ERUA research clusters

Migration, Exile and Refugees

Environmental transition

Democracy, Human Rights, Inclusion
& Gender Equality

Interculturality and Multilingualism

Arts and Edges

Other
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Number of the established research clusters 
in each ERUA thematic area

3

5

6

2

3 2

Migration, exile
and refugees

Arts and edges Democracy & 
human rights, 

inclusion & 
gender equality​

Environmental
transition

Interculturality
and

multilingualism

Other

• 21 research cluster  
• 200+ academics 

involved
• 6 research clusters 

with external 
partnerships
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Some of the research topics covered by the
ERUA research clusters (I)

• Transformative social change - aims at creating frameworks for social 
innovations and models of collaborations for environmental change, with its 
impact on legislation, public policies, society, economic change

• Mixed migration flows: Towards Inclusive Pathways - aims at the critical 
analysis of the ways in which the mixed migration flows are welcomed and 
integrated into European society and to work with local communities and the host 
society on existing attitudes and to overcome securitarian narratives as well as 
misinformation about migration crises
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Some of the research topics covered by the
ERUA research clusters (II)

• Interdisciplinary research on people inclusion in Technology Dependant
Societies - aims at the interdisciplinary exploration and explanation of the 
complex dynamics determining inclusion and exclusion of individuals and groups 
in increasingly digitalized societies, to support the development of alternatives 
roadmaps towards a digital transition that is not only inclusive, but also safe, 
sustainable, and democratic

• Imagining Social Sustainability through Creativity and Local Practices –
aims to identify artists who explore their material and immaterial territory, who 
develop a vision of art that helps to make society, who talk about migration, 
exiles, common goods, heritage, cultural and economic dimensions 
(management of environmental resources, development of ancestral knowledge 
and know-how), and who involve inhabitant in their approaches, using 
photography, theatre, dance.
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Some of the research topics covered by the
ERUA research clusters (III)

• Climate Change, environmental migration and sustainable development - to 
establish an interdisciplinary research group working on urgent, contemporary 
and interrelated issues related to climate change, environmental migration and 
sustainable development

• Historical Legacies: Law, Memory and Reconciliation in Shaping National
Histories and European Identity – aims to explore how the legacies of various 
historical powers and occupations – whether political, cultural, or economic – 
have influenced historical narratives, collective memory, and national identities 
across Europe
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How to get in touch with our clusters for
possible collaboration?

• The full list and profiles of ERUA research clusters are available
here:

• https://erua-eui.eu/research-activities/research-clusters/

• Have an idea for common project or other collaboration initiative? – Let‘s
get in touch!

• ERUA Local coordinator at MRU: prof. dr. Jolanta Bieliauskaitė

• Head of MRU Research and Innovation Center: Laura Zebleckienė

• Contact persons of ERUA Research Clusters (see the profile of a certain
cluster following the link above)

https://erua-eui.eu/research-activities/research-clusters/
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Thank you for your attention!
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