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Solidarity economy - birth of (the) movement(s)

… 

1960’s student protests; 1990’s anti globalisation / corporate control protests Seattle
1997 Solidarity economy, Peru
2001 World Social Forum - Another World is Possible



Solidarity economy building

Solidarity economy approach (core “micro” level) : Invitation to be rethinking economy starting 
from everybody's own daily life, from our needs.

Economy’s central question : How do we organise life together?  

Solidarity : Contrary to mainstream economic thinking, putting on the right lenses, all around us 
there are a lot of vibrant cooperative practices which are sharing a commitment to the fullfulling of 
certain values as diversity, autonomy, equality, radical democracy and ecology. This shared and 
interdependent commitment is acknowledged and expressed as being at the core of these 
economic relations built in Solidarity.  

The main objective of this people's economy is not profit, but the reproduction of social life.

Solidarity economy building : the process of identifying already existing alternatives (mapping), 
of strengthening and connecting them, and in this way expanding the spaces of a solidarity 
economy

Solidarity economy building needs supporting and changing macro level institutions and 
structures.





Food sovereignty

“the right of peoples to healthy and culturally appropriate food 
produced through ecologically sound and sustainable methods and 

their right to define their food and agriculture systems”  La Via 
Campesina, World Food Summit 1996

Response to the globalisation of agribusinesses and agricultural policies 
affecting peasant farmers in the South, competing against cheap exports 
from hyper-productive, highly subsidised European and American agriculture.
Agricultural producers and consumers at the core of the debate

Food sovereignty Movement organisation : 
International Planning Committee for Food sovereignty at the UN (IPC)
Nyeleni Food sovereignty forum,Mali, 2007 - declaration, action agenda
Nyéléni Forum for Agroecology, 2015 - key element food sovereignty
Nyeleni Forum 2025, Sri Lanka

-> a movement increasingly also in the North!



Community Supported Agriculture

Agro-industrial model of food production, corporate control : Broken food system. In recent decades increased 

upcoming of responses by consumers and farmers, which are about the building of trust-based direct 

relationships between producers and consumers in order to enable people to have access to healthy food, 

and to ensure decent livelyhoods for producers.

CSA, 1960’s Japan, Teikei : food with the farmers face on it. 1980’s US, 2000’s France, 2012 Finland.. 

Basic CSA model : community members helping to provide a portion of the farmer's yearly budget through 

purchasing "shares" for a season's harvest in advance of the growing season

Urgenci (www.urgenci.net) : 1 million in Europe engaged with local CSA’s

http://www.urgenci.net


CSA Oma maa 
by changing our food system we can be creating pathways toward social and ecologically healthier 

communities, and through this society.   

Oma maa is furthering a year around ecological community/peoples process 
around Good Agriculture, in which Agriculture is referring to the cultivating, 
developing of the land to be fulfilling peoples food as well as other basic needs, 
and to make good, ecological life possible.

Oma maa’s activities are rooted since 2009 on the Lassila (in the Lassila family 
since 1697) and Kauko farms in Tuusula, with produce/food bag distribution and 
activity points reaching out to the cities of Järvenpää and Helsinki. 

Develops and takes care also in 2024 of 100ha of land (3ha horticultural gardens), 
30 ha of forest, 1,5 ha food forest, as well as 3 ha natural pastures (where the 
Lassila  farm’s three cows graze in summer and fulfill their role as guardians of 
biodiversity).

First we care for the land, then we see what we eat
: Biodiversity, carbon sequestration, nutrient recycling.

Principles of permaculture, polyculture -> good food
Food bags around the year; primary and secondary production. 
Traditional methodologies and global tastes.  

Rooted in Peer to peer pedagogical process of coproduction



Food is first of all what joins all of us. And in whose hands the control of our food system is, including of course 

water, in those hands the control of society lies. In other words, people can more govern their own lives, if food 

(food system) is in their control. In that sense, all efforts done to get food back under the control of people is very 

important for the development of society, and only by addressing this, we can change our society more just and 

fair. (Jukka Lassila, Oma Maa)

https://vimeo.com/97097405, Jukka Peltokoski, Commons.fi & KSL. 

Food not as a Commodity, but as a Commons

https://vimeo.com/97097405


RIPESS - intercontinental network for the promotion of 

social solidarity economy

Promotion, cooperation and advocacy

- Africa and Middle East network     2010, 22 member organisations, 19 countries

- North America network                  1999, 2835 member organisations, 2 countries

- Latin America and Caribbean  2009, 24 member organisations, 14 countries

- Asian Council                                 2014, 14 member organisations, 14 countries

- Oceania                                          2017, 354 member organisations, 1 country

UN Resolution “Promoting the Social and Solidarity Economy for Sustainable Development” April 

2023.

- RIPESS Europe (ripess.eu) 2011, 45 member organisations, 20 countries

Governance : General Assembly : 13th in 2024; Team + Coordination committee; working circles

Objectives : Promote SSE, Alliance building, working w public policy actors, 

Projects : Feminisms, Ethical financing, Territorial Cooperation, Hati SOS 2023; You’Care 2024



Socioeco.org / Online SSE library 

Created in 2011, more them 36.000 references. 

In five languages - French, English, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, with German, Greek, Catalan, 
Turkish, Romanian, Bulgarian, Thai and Hungarian 

Papers, Case studies, Publications, trainings in SSE, SSE legislation per country. 
17 other websites feed into Socioeco.org

RIPESS development Knowledge Commons / Knowledge sharing tools
A cooperative discussion
1.based on concepts (how understood in daily life, to make a glossary of concepts!), practices, 
needs, political thoughts , narratives from the ground, charter, website of complementary 
resources
2.strengthened by academic cooperation (Guidelines for non extractive research)
3.in order to confront decision makers, public servants in order to come to enabling environments



YOU(th) CARE Project will support young innovators in tackling global challenges
affecting their territories, the global community and the entire planet.

HOW WE WILL DO IT: Based on the principles of intersectionality and
interdependence, the GLOBAL CARE approach will be at the hearth of the
implementation of the Project. About 300 Youth associations, groups and
communities will be involved in trainings, forums, intergenerational and
intercultural exchanges on gender equity and global challenges and engaged in the
co-development of actions and campaigns

WHAT WE WILL DO TOGETHER: A participatory methodology will promote the
identification of common priorities and critical thinking tools, ensuring that society
and decision-makers listen more to the opinions and needs of young people.
Relevant information and documents will be made available through online and
offline training and events, promoting the acquisition of key skills to deal with
complexity and change.





PARTNERS

• COSPE (ITALY)🡪 COORDINATOR

• RIPESS EUROPE : Luxembourg; Spain; Czech Republic; Hungary

• MDI (BELGIUM)

• GRDR (FRANCE)

• MIO-ESCDE (GREECE)

• + Maghreb (Morocco + Tunisia, COSPE/OJA/Grdr )

• + Balk Area non UE(Albany, COSPE+ Serbia, MDI)

• ASSOCIATED PARTNER: FRIDAYS FOR FUTURE (Italy)
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